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Chess set by Collin Avery

November 2025
Newsletter of the St. Tammany Woodworkers
Guild

Next Meeting

Time and Place Agenda
e Tuesday, Nov. 18, 2025 e Show 'n Tell
e 7:00 pm meeting e Woodworking Questions,
e Warren Dufrene's Workshop Tips, and Safety
e 13038 Vineyard Rd e Pay dues $30 per
e Franklinton, LA household

e Demo on decision making in

Map to Warren joinery, lead by Warren
Dufrene's workshop Dufrene. Please plan to
contribute to the discussion.

e Bring a folding chair

e T-shirts are in, $16 each

e Buy banquet tickets, $30 per
person

Minutes

® The Tuesday, Oct. 28, 2025, meeting was held at the St. Joseph Abbey and


https://sttammanywoodworkersguild.com
https://maps.app.goo.gl/qZA9D96tqc5L6s2r8
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=f0f8d87e-5490-4bad-9088-bc209e651980

was conducted by STWG president, Tom Gustafson.

Wayne Thompson gave the treasurer's report. We have $6063.67 in the bank.
This includes a $4000 donation from the Maritime Museum.

Wayne said he visited the boat show. About 1200 boats were made. Thanks to
everyone who volunteered to cut hulls.

Henry Simon reported that the Christmas banquet will be on Dec. 11, from 6 -
9 pm, at the Fleur de Lis Event Center. Invitations will be sent to all members.
Tickets will cost $30 per person and can be purchased at the next meeting or
from the website.

Tom noted that we have election of officers and board members in March and
asked for volunteers so that we can prepare a slate of candidates for approval or
voting. So far, Collin Avery has volunteered to serve as vice president and
Wayne Thompson has volunteered to continue as treasurer. We need candidates
for president and secretary and board members.

Dale Mahnke asked if the Guild wished to sponsor a Christmas tree at the
Maritime Museum again. The tree will be six feet tall. The Museum staff will
set it up on Monday or Tuesday after Thanksgiving. We would make wooden
ornaments to hang on it. This year the ornaments can be any theme. They
should be small and light weight and should be supplied with a hanger. The
members voted to participate.

The presentation at the Nov. 18 meeting will be led by Warren Dufrene on
decision making in joinery. Members are invited to contribute to the
presentation by bringing in a sample or a drawing of joinery and discussing
why this choice was made.

Tom asked for woodworking questions, tips, and safety tips.

Pat Robbert showed a wedge cutting jig from "Mortise and Tenon" magazine.

e Robert Nobles asked about the depth of cut in laser work. Tom said that depth

is set by the speed and the power. The deeper you go the darker the result. The
settings vary by species of wood. It is best to practice on a sample first.

Brian Stauss shared a safety tip by showing a video of the kickback of offcuts
when ripping an octagonal shape at the table saw. Pat shared that freed offcuts
at the router table (perpendicular cuts made with a wing cutter) can also carry
damaging momentum once they are more than 12 " long. Tom described a case
where a bowl traveled through the wall and into the yard.

Show 'n Tell followed and can be viewed below.

Brian Stass gave a presentation on the hollowing jig.

-Pat Robbert
STWG Secretary

Show 'n Tell




Collin Avery made this chess set Both the chess board and the

from sapelle, maple, and African pieces were done on the table
mahogany. saw with the help of a crosscut
sled.

Dennis Hinds shared the plans for Dennis builds the stool with a

a stool based on ten degrees that  glued-on top and sometimes

he used to have his students build. inlays the person's name with a V-
shaped router bit and calcite
crystals.

Joe Perret shared the plans and Joe's end table requires seven
stacks of wood pieces for an pieces of wood and some
easy end table. SCrews.

Brian Stauss shows a cherry Brian shows another etching that
frame he added to the coat-of- Tom Gustafson did for him using
arms etching. his 80W laser cutter.


https://files.constantcontact.com/9e5a97a2901/29129d82-3bb1-4f89-8d2c-514d1c247e69.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/9e5a97a2901/49a3fe41-80c7-4eb4-b8ca-1168ab5e192f.pdf

Pat Robbert shows a planer sled
she built, following plans from
Woodsmith. The sled allows the
planer to be used to joint a wide
piece of twisted wood.
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The leveling blocks are These are the completed
assembled by epoxying a leveling blocks which allow the
machine screw into the base. A twisted wood to sit steady and
T-nut has been epoxied into the go through the planer for
turing wheel. jointing.

Ed Jameson shows cake knives Ed sharpens the knives using a
he has made using cherry and belt sander under raking
walnut. sunlight.

Demonstration



Brians Stauss gave the
presentation on his hollowing jig. It
is used to safely and reliably
hollow vessels at the lathe.

Brian told us that he saw the jig at
the Southwest Association Turners
(SWAT) meeting and bought it
from Lyle Jamieson. The after-sale
service he has received from Lyle
has been outstanding.

The base of the jig must match
the model (size) of the lathe. The
laser indicator (black object on
upper rod) tells the thickness of
the remaining wood.

An example of a vase that was
hollowed out using the jig.

President: Tom Gustafson
Vice-President: John Fisher
Secretary: Patricia Robbert
Treasurer: Wayne Thompson

Board Member At-Large: Brian
Stauss
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Event Coordinator: Henry Simon
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