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Next Meeting

Time and Place
Tuesday, Jun 23, 2026
7:00 pm meeting
St. Joseph Abbey
Woodshop
75376 River Rd.
St. Benedict, LA 70457
Please do not park on the
concrete in front of the shop
unless you have mobility
needs.

Map to St. Joseph
Abbey Woodshop

Agenda
Show 'n Tell
Woodworking Questions,
Tips, and Safety
Pay dues $30 per
household
Presentation by Joe Perret
on Joining vs Aligning: A
Discussion of the use of
pocket screws, biscuits,
dowels, dominos, just glue,
and the Zeta P2 Lamello
Bring a folding chair

Minutes
The Tuesday, May 26, 2026, meeting was held at the St. Joseph Abbey
Woodshop and was conducted by STWG president, Tom Gustafson. Tom
welcomed guests and new members.
The next meeting will be on June 23 at 7:00 pm at the St. Joseph Abbey
Woodshop. Joe Perret will give a presentation on Joining vs Aligning: A
Discussion of the use of pocket screws, biscuits, dowels, dominos, just glue,
and the Zeta P2 Lamello. See photo above.

https://sttammanywoodworkersguild.com/
https://sttammanywoodworkersguild.com/
https://maps.app.goo.gl/2bzD9RHujZE8DT8m8
https://maps.app.goo.gl/2bzD9RHujZE8DT8m8


In place of the usual business meeting, we divided into two groups. Al Gahn
took one group and gave them a demonstration of the Abbey's new automated
finishing booth. Joe Perret took the other group and gave a tour of the casket
and urn construction process. Then the groups switched places.

-Pat Robbert
STWG Secretary

Demonstration

Display room showing mahogany
and cypress caskets.

Al Gahn tells the history of the
Abbey's casket building project.
Oak and mahogany urns are
shown.

The display room. The finishing room offers spray
painting on one side and finish
sanding on the other side.

The finish coat is being sprayed on a
casket.

Pumping and pressurization for the
spray system.



The water-based sealer is applied as
a first coat.

After sanding, the water-based finish
coat is applied.

Al starts the sanding process. The sanding head adjusts to
different surfaces.

Joe Perret explains how the pieces
of wood used in the urns and
caskets are cut on the CNC.

The CNC utilizes suction to hold the
wood in place.

The casket lids are assembled at
this station.

Joe shows the urns being
assembled and glued.



Assembled caskets are sanded by
hand and then taken to the finishing
room.

Green burial caskets are also
made.
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